Lesson Plan Title: “Should America cut foreign aid?”
Author: Stacey Knibloe, Gale Cengage Learning
Grade Level: 9-10
Subject/Content:  Informational and Argumentative Writing; American Foreign Aid
Summary of Lesson:  For roughly a century, the United States has channeled a portion of its public funds into foreign assistance. Given in the form of military weaponry, food, medicines, money, and other types of support, US foreign aid currently reaches over 180 countries around the world. The motivations for such largesse are diverse: Congress has authorized aid to stabilize foreign governments, acquire strategic allies, help victims of poverty and disaster, encourage economic development, and develop international trade.  Using evidence from the articles provided, choose an argument and write a paragraph supporting your choice and prepare for class discussion.
Length: Two 45 minute sessions
Focus Question:  Should America cut foreign aid?
Steps/Activities by Student(s):

1. Read the articles “Congress Should Cut Foreign Aid” and “Congress Should Not Cut Foreign Aid” 
2. Take notes when you come across reasons for and against cutting foreign aid.
3. Decide which side of the argument you’d like to support.

4. Write a paragraph with your argument citing at least two pieces of evidence supporting your opinion. 
Outcome: Students will have a paragraph that summarizes why they’ve taken a position on foreign aid. Be sure to include at least two reasons in your response that use evidence from the article.

Database(s):  Opposing Viewpoints In Context
Articles: 
Morris, Dick. "Congress Should Cut Foreign Aid." Is Foreign Aid Necessary? Ed. David Haugen and Susan Musser. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2013. At Issue. Rpt. from "Cut Foreign Aid Budget Now." http://thehill.com (29 Mar. 2011). Opposing Viewpoints In Context. Web. 22 Mar. 2013. 

Stearns, Richard. "Congress Should Not Cut Foreign Aid." Is Foreign Aid Necessary? Ed. David Haugen and Susan Musser. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2013. At Issue. Rpt. from "Cutting Foreign Aid: Not the America I Love." Huffington Post. 2011. Opposing Viewpoints In Context. Web. 22 Mar. 2013. 
Content Standard(s):
Common Core Standards: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.10 By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework—High School: 
· American Government

· Students will analyze the interactions between the United States and other nations and evaluate the role of the United States in world affairs. 

· USG.4.1 Describe how the world is divided politically, and give examples of the ways nation states interact, including trade, tourism, diplomacy, treaties and agreements, and military action.

· USG.4.2 Analyze reasons for conflict among nation states, such as competition for resources and territory, differences in system of government, and religious or ethnic conflict.

· USG.4.3 Identify and explain powers that the United States Constitution gives to the President and Congress in the area of foreign affairs

· USG.4.4 Describe the tools used to carry out United States foreign policy.

