Lesson Plan Title: “Storm Damage”
Author: Julie Pepera, Stacey Knibloe, Gale Cengage Learning
Grade Level: 9th grade
Subject/Content:  Earth Science; Current Events; Informational and Argumentative Writing
Summary of Lesson: The 2012-2013 winter storm season took its toll on Plum Island, including damage to homes and its shoreline.  Homeowners were frustrated that they couldn’t protect their homes using “hard coastal armoring” due to regulations.  In the aftermath, residents, law makers, and scientists are examining the effects of storms, damage, and prevention measures.  Using evidence from the provided articles, choose an argument and write a paragraph supporting your choice.
Length: One 45 minute session
Focus Question:  What steps should be taken to prevent or protect homes and shorelines from storm damage?
Steps/Activities by Student(s):

1. Read the articles “It's Move It or Lose It In Path of a Nor'easter” and  "Plum Island Residents Assess Storm's Devastation" and pick an argument to support.
2. Take notes as you come across reasons/facts to support your argument.
3. In one paragraph, make an argument for your viewpoint during class discussion.
Outcome: Students will read and analyze informational text that summarizes the issues facing homeowners and law makers regarding storm damage to the beach and property. Students will use critical thinking skills to produce arguments to support their opinion.
Database(s):  Science In Context
Article: 

Bidgood, Jess. "It's Move It or Lose It In Path of a Nor'easter." New York Times 19 Mar. 2013: A17(L). General OneFile. Web. 23 Apr 2013.

Sampson, Zachary T., and Tziperman L. Gal. "Plum Island Residents Assess Storm's Devastation." Boston Globe: B.1. Mar 10 2013. ProQuest. Web. 1 Apr. 2013 .

Content Standard(s)
Common Core Standards: 
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts, attending to the precise details of explanations or descriptions.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation or depiction of a complex process, phenomenon, or concept; provide an accurate summary of the text.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 9–10 texts and topics.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claim or a recommendation for solving a scientific or technical problem.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework—High School: 
· 1. Earth and Space Science

· 3. Earth Processes and Cycles

· Plate tectonics operating over geologic time have altered the features of land, sea, and mountains by both constructive and destructive processes.

· 3.22 Provide examples of how societies have been affected by tectonic activity (e.g., hazards from eruptions and earthquakes, bedrock type and soil conditions, building designs).
