Scaffolding for “The Costs of Shoring Up Coastal Communities”
Use this worksheet to take notes as you read the New York Times article “The Costs of Shoring Up Coastal Communities.” Choose a side of the argument to support. Using your notes, write a paragraph, that summarizes why many shore-area towns make the decision to replenish their beaches OR why they should not be doing this. Be sure to include at least three reasons in your response that use evidence from the article.
Reasons to Replenish Developed Beaches from the Text
1. Beaches attract tourists and summer residents the economic impact outweighs the expense
2. People currently living by the coast would have to move inland or do a “strategic retreat”
3. Beaches absorb the storm impact sparing buildings inland
Reasons NOT to Replenish Beaches from the Text
1. Prohibitively Expensive: (Since 1980 New Jersey Beaches have cost more than $800 million

2. Next to impossible: Estimates a truck load of sand has been dumped for every foot of beach

3. Undeveloped beaches deal well with storms where developed beaches do not

4. Beach sand is becoming rare

5. Toll on highways and infrastructure hauling the sand from inland
Reasons people might want to Replenish Beaches that are not found in the Text

1. Beaches provide fun activities for people

2. Beaches increase property value

Reasons people might not want to Replenish Beaches that are not found in the Text

1. Replenishing beaches destroys the natural environment 
2. There are other projects that could benefit from the money spent on beaches

