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March 2, 2011

RE:  Retractable Syringes, RTI, Vanishpoint

This is a reminder that the Vanishpoint retractable TB, Insulin and IM injectable syringes must be activated while the needle is in the skin.  This is imperative for the following reasons:

· Retracting the needle in the skin gives the patient the full dose of medication.  If needle is withdrawn, the patient does not receive the full dose and remaining inoculum in the dead space and barrel of the syringe is sprayed, exposing staff to medication and possibly blood spray.  

· Retraction in the skin eliminates the possibility of a needlestick and exposing yourself or others the needle.  

· The Vanishpoint syringes are intended for retracting in the skin and should not be used in any other way.  They are for single use, IM, SQ and Intradermal injection only.  
Vanishpoint syringes were purchased to eliminate exposures to blood and needlesticks.  They are much more costly than other syringes (BD Eclipse), which require an additional procedure to activate the safety device.  The Vanishpoint allows for passive retraction, completing the injection causes the needle to retract.  Once you enter the skin, depress the barrel of the syringe.  Remember it is no longer necessary to aspirate, continue depressing the plunger past the point of resistance and the needle will retract.    Dispose of the syringe in sharps container.  Even though the needle is not visible, this is an OSHA requirement.  
For questions about using the Vanishpoint Syringes, please contact Employee Health at x5720.  

