


Subject: Apply for 2026-2027 STARS AI Scholars Program!


We're excited to announce the 2026-2027 STARS AI Scholars program, open to K-12 educators and college/university students in computing, AI, and data science! This program brings together small teams of Scholars, each involving BOTH K-12 teachers and undergraduate computing students, to build knowledge of AI, develop skills for integrating AI into K-12 classrooms, and design and lead a K-12 AI Education Project grounded in a real educational problem or need. Along the way, you'll develop leadership skills and connect with a national network of teachers and college students (learn more at www.starscomputingcore.org).

Three ways to participate:
K-12 Teachers: Gain cutting-edge AI teaching skills while partnering with fellow teachers and motivated college students who bring fresh technical knowledge to your classroom.

Undergraduate/College Computing Students: Build your resume with meaningful outreach or curriculum-building experience while helping real teachers and students.

K-12 Teachers and pre-service teachers: Gain experience in curriculum development and outreach while working with undergraduates in computing to integrate CS/AI knowledge and tools into your AI and education focused project.

Program Highlights:
· $1000 stipend for successful completion
· 10 virtual meetings
· Build your knowledge of AI concepts, tools, and ethical applications
· Collaborative K-12 AI Integration Project, built as a team
· Guidance and support for designing and implementing your project — no prior experience required
· Professional development certificates
· Networking with AI education leaders and fellow Scholars nationwide

Program Duration: November 2026 - April 2027 
Time Commitment: ~50 hours total

Whether you're a K-12 educator ready to bring AI into your classroom or a computing student eager to help shape the future of AI education, this program offers professional growth, financial support, and the chance to make a real impact together as a team.

We are having 2 online informational meetings via on Zoom:
 Sep 30 at 4:30p ET/ 3:30p CT/ 2:30p MT / 1:30p PT RSVP for early session here
 Sep 30 at 7:30p ET/ 6:30p CT/ 5:30p MT / 4:30p PT. RSVP for later session here. 

Review the AI Scholars Program Handbook for more information!
APPLICATION: US Citizens and Permanent Residents who are K-12 Educators, pre-service teachers, and undergraduates majoring in computing-related fields can apply here: https://form.jotform.com/261736812180153
DEADLINE: Priority will be given to applications received by October 14th. Acceptances will be issued on a rolling basis. Notifications of acceptance will be sent out by November 4th. If you apply please save the date: Nov 10 630-8p ET/ 330-5p PT for the first webinar!
Questions? Contact AIScholars@starscomputingcore.org  to discuss how this program fits your goals and schedule.
Please forward this email to college faculty/staff, students, K-12 teachers and educators and groups who might be interested!

Best regards,

Jamie Payton, STARS Lead PI and INVITE AI Institute Co-PI, Dean & Professor at NJIT
Laurel Watkins de Jong, STARS Executive Director and INVITE AI team member

Tiffany Barnes, STARS Co-PI and Engage AI member, Professor @ NC State
Madison Thomas, STARS AI Scholars Graduate Assistant @ NC State

Note: This STARS AI Scholars program is run by STARS Computing Core: starscomputingcore.org with support from the INVITE AI Institute: www.invite.illinois.edu, and the EngageAI Institute: https://engageai.org. 




